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Technical Tips

POWER WASHING

ower washing with pressurized water can be a useful component
of surface preparation for repainting if it is used prior to sanding

and painting and when its purpose is limited to washing away
grime, debris, chalking, and loose paint from a watertight building.
However, if used improperly, power washing can be disastrous. These are
some of its hazards:

Water infiltration through cracks and gaps in the exterior can cause
costly damage to interior finishes and create unseen structural problems.
Always perform a thorough inspection prior to washing to determine
what caulking and repairs are needed to make the exterior watertight.
Washing should be done from the top down from a ladder or scaffold, in  Properuse of power washing can
the direction that rain falls on the surfaces—not upwards into openings.  preventdamage to historic materials.
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braded wood can result from excessive impact of
pressurized water, like the erosion and raised grain
caused by sandblasting. Peeling and blistering of new
paint can occur if wood is not thoroughly dry before
repainting. Check moisture content of wood in both
sunny areas and the shadiest corners with a moisture meter. Staining
can occur from the leaching of water-soluble substances in wood (such
as tannic acid from redwood and cedar). Damage to unprotected,
adjacent materials, such as stained glass windows, brass, plants and

landscape, can result from impact of pressurized water and from the
contents of runoff. Runoff containing hazardous materials, such as
Long term staining resulting from the lead paint, should be collected and disposed of in accordance with all
leaching of tannins after power washing. applicable environmental regulations.
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hoose an experienced contractor who has a reputation

for good surface preparation and protection of the

building, occupants, workers, and public. Handheld

nozzles offer more precise cleaning than pole guns.

Perform test patches in representative locations. Machine
pressure settings are 1000-5000 psi, with 1500 psi normally adequate for
cleaning debris, and 2200 psi usually the maximum that should be used
for removing loose paint. Do not attempt to strip sound paint with
water! Although some pressure washer machines are designed to accept
detergents and mildew-killing additives to the water, better results are

. usually achieved by treating specific problems by hand.

Power washing can be used to rinse away
Contributors to this article include Victor Strauss, President of Strauss Painting, and grime and loose, peeling paint but should
Talbot Love, Coating Specification Representative for Benjamin Moore & Co. not be used to strip sound paint layers.
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