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Maintenance

With the onset of autumn, building
committees should begin to prepare
their religious properties for the
harsh weather of winter.

Because of exposure to freezing temperatures, driving snows, and severe weather conditions, building materials generally age at a
much faster rate during the winter than during the summer. A well-designed building will have many construction details and
elements built into it to mitigate the effects of winter weather. However, for these elements to work effectively, they must be
inspected and maintained.

STEEPLE AND BELL TOWER MAINTENANCE

Steeples and bell towers often go unchecked for years even though their deterioration can lead to catastrophes. As part of a
routine maintenance program, it is important to regularly inspect and maintain these significant elements and the bells and
fittings located inside them.

+ Inspect the tower annually in groups of at least two people
using a flashlight or helmet with a lamp. Ensure that each
step, ladder, and floor is secure before climbing. Look for
roof leaks, water damage, rot, cracks, and sagging members.
Replace burned-out light bulbs.

+ Have an architect or engineer inspect the structure at least
every three years.

¢ Check the condition of window louvers and screens that
keep out birds and bats. Secure openings if necessary.

+ Thoroughly clean out guano (bird or bat excrement) and
other debris. Pigeon, starling, and sparrow waste carry
dangerous diseases. It is essential to wear protective
clothing and use a respirator. Check with your local
municipality regarding the disposal of all excrement.

¢+ Perform routine maintenance on bells and frames: tighten-
ing nuts and bolts, inspecting for water damage or other
deterioration, cleaning and painting metal parts (not the
bell itself), oiling gudgeons (pivots), and checking the rope.

Mary Williams Ncustadter

Reformed Church of South Bushwick, Brooklyn,
New York (Messrs. Morgan, 1853)
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CHECKLIST

EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

O Drainage system: Frequently clean gutters, downspouts,
roof valleys, and drains of all debris. Do not wait until all
leaves have fallen. The building can sustain significant
damage in just one rainstorm if the drainage system is
clogged. Check for missing, disconnected, or damaged
gutters and downspouts. Place strainers in gutters to
prevent debris from clogging downspouts.

O Painting: Complete exterior painting as needed.

O Windows: Install storm windows and weather stripping,
Repair and store summer screen windows and awnings.
Close basement or crawl space windows that had been
open for ventilation during warmer weather.

O Caulking: Replace cracked and missing caulking at doors
and windows.

SITE MAINTENANCE

Drains: Frequently clean storm drains of all debris.

Vegetation: Remove brush and weed growth next to
building walls. Trim tree limbs that are in contact with
roofs.

O Snow removal: Check and service snow blowers and other
winter equipment. Obtain bids for snow plowing if
required.

O Lawn mowers: Clean and service before storing.

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS MAINTENANCE

O Fire safety: Test fire alarm, exit lights, emergency lighting,

and smoke detectors. Replace batteries if necessary.

O Electrical system: Repair or replace non-functioning
switches, receptacles, and outlets, and replace any frayed
wiring.

O Air-conditioning equipment: Close vents and cover units
that will remain in place through the winter.

[0 Heating system: Clean chimney flues, radiators, and air
registers. Inspect boiler rooms and remove debris.
Replace or clean furnace air filters.

O Propane gas equipment and piping: Check and service if
necessary.

0 Plumbing: Shut off and drain exterior faucets.

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE

O Fall cleanup: Remove debris. Collect, catalogue, and
store loose fragments.

[0 Vegetation: Perform lawn and plant maintenance,
avoiding fertilizers near historic masonry. Remove wood
and weeds near markers by hand or mechanically. Do not
use chemical weed killers. Remove dead wood and trim
tree limbs that pose risks to markers.

[0 Roads and paths: Repair. Service snow removal equip-
ment. Stockpile sand. Avoid the use of de-icing salts near
historic masonry.

O Lighting: Inspect security lighting, Install light sensors or
motion detectors if needed.

Notes:

Portions of this article were adapted from the Maintenance Manual published by the Architecture and Building Commission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of

Albany. For information on steeple and bell tower maintenance, see “The Treasure in Your Tower: The Repair and Maintenance of Bells and their Fittings,”

Common Bond, Vol. 8, No. 1.
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