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Technical Tips

| eligious buildings constructed of either masonry or wood, or in
urban or rural areas, can be severely damaged by termite infesta-
‘ ion. Recently, a church in New York City contacted the Land-
marks Conservancy for technical help since termites had attacked the
wooden beams supporting the sanctuary floor. Termite infestation is the
most common pest control problem in the United States. Subterranean
termites eat cellulose in wood. They nest below the frost line in damp
soil and tunnel through tubes and passageways to new food sources, often
entering a structure through wood that is in contact with soil. Prevention
and control measures -- wood preservatives, chemical soil treatments, and
structural shields -- place a chemical or mechanical barrier between the
nest in the soil and the food supply or poison the food supply. Termite

TERMITE CONTROL

U.S. Department of Agriculture Bulletin

risk is moderate to heavy in the southern third of New York State, slight  Temites have four equal-sized wings and
to moderate in the central tier, and slight along the northern border. straight, beadlike antennae.

Shelter tubes allow termites to tunnel across
exposed dry areas to new food sources.

nspect wooden structures and the wood elements of masonry buildings

periodically for evidence of active infestation. Annual inspections are

best and may be performed at any time of the year. Since termites work
slowly, early detection allows treatment before structural damage occurs.
Signs of termites include discarded wings (often located beneath doors or at
window sills) or swarms of winged termites emanating from the soil or
wood. Shelter tubes in exposed locations like foundation walls are another
sign. A third sign is wood that collapses easily when probed with an ice
pick or knife or has a hollow sound when tapped. Damage to wood may
not be visible on the surface because termites protect themselves by con-

structing tunnels within wood.

nce infestation is discovered, treatment should be applied within a few months by a professional extermi-

nator. The National Pest Control Association recommends choosing a pest control firm that is familiar

with the habits of termites and up-to-date treatments and is an active member of a state or regional pest

1 control association. Firms must be licensed by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation,
E and workers should carry certification numbers. Check references, business history, and general liability insurance,
and get treatment proposals and prices from several firms. A chemical application can cost from a few hundred to

several thousand dollars, depending on the location, size, and complexity of the structure. Treatments should be

warranted for five to seven years. Use only termiticides (pesticides specifically designed to combat termites) that

bear the Environmental Protection Agency registration number. Read the label of the termiticide, post notices, and

make sure that the contractor will follow the manufacturer’s instructions. Retain on file a copy of your contract and
. the label and Material Safety Data Sheet from the termiticide.




